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Horse-shoe Crab ; and several insects are described by Mr. Scudder under 
the name of Miamia Danoe, and Chestoles lapidea (a neuropterous insect 
allied to Miamia) ; also part of a Cockroach, and a Harvest-man or Daddy- 
long-legs, allied to, but lower than the spiders, with several other unde- 
termined remains of insects. With such recent discoveries of so highly 
organized articulate life in rocks so ancient, and with the late discovery 
of a land-plant in the lower Silurian rocks of Sweden, it seems premature 
to even guess as to the ancestry of either these or their living represen- 
tatives. 

The Book of Birds and the Book ok Beasts.* — From an examina- 
tion of their contents we do not hesitate to say that they form a valuable 
addition to our popular-science literature. The engravings are numer- 
ous and well done. The subject is treated in a clear and interesting man- 
ner, and with the typography and binding, form elegant volumes for the 
young; 

Cecil's Book oe Insects.-^ A, very pleasantly written book, contain- 
ing chapters about Ants, Bees, Spiders, Dragon-flies, Wasps, Locusts, 
Mosquitoes, Beetles and Butterflies. The illustrations are as a whole 
verf good, and the stories about insects are reliable and well calculated 
to interest the young, and induce them to observe the habits of insects 
and form collections of them. 

List ok the Lepidoptera ok North America. J — The American En- 
tomological Society, which has issued six volumes of Proceedings, and has 
entered on the second volume of Transactions, all beautifully illustrated, 
and indispensable to. the study of our insects, and we may add, published 
remarkably cheap, is now issuing, in Parts, a list of our Butterflies and 
Moths, by Messrs. Grote and Bobinspn. The present Part embraces the 
species of Sphinges, iEgerians, the Thyridse, Zygcenidre, and the Bomby- 
cids, or Silk- worm family, found north of Mexico. The catalogue gives 
the most important synonyms, and when finished, will be an invaluable 
book of reference to students of this group of insects. 

We should here speak of the remarkable energy shown by the members 
of this young society, which was incorporated in 1862. With but a single 
salaried officer it started at once under very adverse circumstances, and 
established a printing office in its own hall, and issued annually a volume 
of Proceedings, rivalling in interest and value those published by the 
Entomological Societies of London, Paris, Berlin and Vienna. Not 
content with this, its members edited "The Practical Entomologist," 
designed to acquaint farmers with the habits of the injurious insects, 
distributing from 5000 to 8000 copies each month, gratuitously the first 
year, and for a taere trifle the second, when it was obliged to suspend its 

♦Cecil's Books of Natural History; Cecil's Book of Beasts; Cecil's Book of Birds. By Selim 
H. Peabody, M. A. Chicago : Clarke & Co. 12mo. 

1 Cecil's Book of Insects. By Selim H. Peabody, M. A. Chicago: Clark & Co., 1868. With 
eleven rail-page illustrations. 12mo, pp.228. 

t Lisb of the Lepidoptera of North America. By A. B. Grote and C. T. Robinson. Part I. 
Philadelphia: American Entomological Society, September, 1868. 8vo, pp. 16. 
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publications for want of means. The Society in a circular recently issued, 
asks the pecuniary aid of all interested in science. We hope that the 
citizens of Philadelphia, who have already done so much for science, will 
not let one of its most useful institutions of learning suffer for want of 
the funds asked for in the present circular, for the society seeks for a mere 
pittance, such as a few of the wealthy men of that well-to-do city could 
easily grant. We hope all our entomologists will lend their aid to a soci- 
ety which has done so much for the furtherance of their favorite study, at 
least by subscribing to its Transactions, which are published at $3 a year. 

Catalogue of North American Grasshoppers.* — A very carefully 
prepared* list of all the Orthoptera of our country. The author states 
in the preface that the arrangement, both of genera and species, is a 
purely alphabetical one. "The list is not in any sense a synonymical one, 
involving the expression of personal views, but a hand-book for the stu- 
dent; in which is collected «very reference to any species of orthoptera 
stated to have Tjeen found on the continent of North America, or in the 
West Indies, — a groundwork upon which he may erect a superstructure of 
his own." Mr. Scudder is also preparing a monograph of the orthoptera 
fovt publication^ by the Smithsonian Institution, and desires specimens of 
this neglected group of insects. A newarrangement of the families, and 
a more natural one than has been offered before, is appended. 

The Progress of Zoology in 1867. t — To the American student these 
yearly volumes are an indispensable aid. They contain lists of every pa- 
per or work relating to zoology, with a brief analysis of their contents. 
How any working naturalist, without a .large library at hand, such as 
scarcely one institution in this country affords, can do without these 
reports, we do not see. "The fourth volume of the Record forms a 
systematic guide-book to about 36,400 pages of the zoological literature 
published (with the exception of a very small part) within the year 1867. 
This number has never been reached in any preceding year, and corres- 
ponds to an increase in the number of authors ; an unusually great activ- 
ity appears to have prevailed in the study of Mammals, Birds, Mollusks, 
Neuroptera and Orthoptera." 

The publisher, Mr. Van Voorst, deserves the thanks of zoologists the 
world over, for the liberal spirit he has manifested in undertaking the pub- 
lication of a work wnich he prints at a considerable pecuniary sacrifice. 
The British Association, however, made a grant' of $500 for the present 
volume and the succeeding one. The volume is issued in three parts, 
viz. : that of Vertebrates, of Entomology, and of Mollusks, Crustaceans 
and Lower Animals, so that the specialist can at a cheap rate supply him- 
self with a report on his own branch. 

* Catalogue of the Orthoptera of North America, described previous to 1867. Prepared for 
the Smithsonian Institution by Samuel H. Seudder. Washington: Smithsonian Institution, 
Oct., 1868. 8vo, pp. 89. ' 

t The Record of Zoological Literature, 1867. Vol. IV. Edited by A. C. L. G. Guntner, M. D., 
etc.. London: Van Voorst. 1868. 8vo, pp. 678. The volume, or the separate parts, can be fur- 
nished by the " American Naturalist Book Agency." 



